Partial synthesis of 3-O-vanilloylveracevine, an insecticidal alkaloid from Schoenocaulon officinale.
3-O-Vanilloylveracevine has been synthesized for the first time in 70% overall yield by conversion of veracevine into its 3-O-(4-benzyloxy-3-methoxybenzoate) followed by catalytic hydrogenation. The insecticidal activity of the semisynthetic substance against three pest species is inferior to that of cevadine and veratridine, the major components of the insecticidal sabadilla alkaloid mixture.